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Introduction 

AWID welcomes the creation of an Education Space as part of the communication information – 
education process towards AWID forum 2012. It is the first time AWID decides to embark on 
such initiative. We believe it will be an excellent opportunity specifically to provide a physical 
space to exchange different forms of trainings and education on economics, gender and 
development, to present and share tools and methodologies while participants’ own reflections 
and in depth learning of issues presented at the Forum. 

Background 
 
Today, the realm/field of economics and economic policy is often viewed as gender-neutral. 
Feminist economists, groups, movements and networks have, however, repeatedly shown that 
it is not. Therefore, economic policy is a critical area for women’s rights activists to engage and 
push for change.  
 
In order for women’s rights activists to challenge economic and development policies and 
practices that are detrimental to women’s human rights, they must be better equipped to 
understand their contexts and realities, they must be able to engage substantively in the spaces 
(at all levels) in which economic policies are debated and created, they need to have more 
opportunities to learn more about the experience and work of others including other 
movements.  
 
However, many women’s rights advocates mention that there is a major gap in terms of 
knowledge of economics, including specifically development economics, trade policy and 
financial policy, and its interconnections with women’s rights. Economic literacy 
courses/capacity building trainings on economics and women’s rights have been key for our 
collective thinking and strategizing along the history and evolution of the women´s and feminist 
movements. Different forms of learning spaces and tools have contributed to closing this gap, 
supporting women (and men) to better engage and advocate for a just and sustainable 
economic system.  
 
Given the relevance of the “education factor” for AWID Forum, we did an initial mapping of 
economic literacy opportunities, in order to identify organizations involved in capacity building 
and economic literacy with the aim to establish alliances in relation to the AWID Forum 2012.  
 
This education space is designed to share this analysis and create a space to exchange, learn 
and think strategically about how to foster training and education in a times of crisis when this 
so much to learn, unpack, translate into language and realities and be better equipped to 
achieve change in women´s lives.  
 
 



Objectives  

IDEA will reach out specifically the groups indentified in the mapping which are coming to the 
AWID forum but mechanisms will be created online so all individuals and groups coming to the 
forum can be informed about the space, its programme and forms of participation.  
 
We will aim at: 
 

• Providing a more intimate space for groups to share their good experiences, 
methodologies and innovative resources 
 

• Facilitate strategic debates and synergies among groups specifically between trainers 
and groups looking for training methods, resources, etc. 

 
• Give visibility to wide range of information, materials and methodologies by offering a 

well organized display or materials and information on training classified by region and 
topic. 

 
• Create interest in training on non-traditional feminist topics, (economic rights and 

particularly macroeconomic issues ) by means of different tools and methodologies 
such as role plays, videos, etc  

 
• Provide a space for groups to gather around and have a more intimate space for 

reflection, take stock of what they learnt during the day and debriefing at the end of 
each day. 

 

	  
Components of the Economic Education Area  

1. Break-out sessions (Large and small room): Take a look at the program below to 
see what break-out sessions are happening at the Economic Education Area during the 
4 days of the Forum. 

2. The Reading Stop: Take a spare moment or two at the Reading Stop to read the latest 
materials, analysis and tools brought by different groups and individuals with expertise 
on gender and economics education. 

3. Films on Display corner: Different groups and individuals with expertise on gender 
and economics education will feature their work through short films, documentaries or 
videos. Throughout the AWID Forum, several of these pieces will be on display and you 
can preview some of these materials by visiting the AWID forum website.  

4. Resources stand:	  Gender and economics education experts will bring their books, 
materials and tools to the Forum where they will be on display and organized according 
to regions and themes. 

5. Feedback please! You can leave your impressions, comments and suggestions. Tell 
us your story on your learning experience and what challenges you think need to be still 
addressed for capacity building work to be an effective tool to transform economic 
power to advance women’s rights and justice. 



 

Economic Education Area Program – Galata Ballroom 

 

Day 1 April 19 

11:30am to 1:00pm 

Large room 

Toolbox session: Global Economy Education and Women’s 
Empowerment Exercises: Broadening the analysis, broadening the base  
In this round robin workshop, participants will experience and learn how to 
conduct strategic education that blends women's empowerment, labor 
organizing techniques, and global economy education and analysis that 
enables labor unions to connect with women workers, inspire them to become 
members, and helps build their agency and power.  
Organized by The Solidarity Center 

1.00 to 2.30pm Caucus: UN Women Economic Empowerment Program 

2:30 to 4:00 

 

Large room 

MON IYANEMA: Development conceived and driven by indigenous 
women in situations of displacement and vulnerability in Bogota, 
Colombia 
MONIYANEMA signifies "the tree of plenty", around which a group of 
indigenous women in Bogota who are confronting armed conflict, displacement 
and discrimination, have implemented a process of community organization 
through an economic and social enterprise they have developed and that they 
want to replicate in other parts of Colombia 
Organizers:  

4:30 to 6:00pm 

 

Large room 

Challenging Economic Power: Women’s Economic and Social Rights. 
Women’s socio-economic rights are critical for advancing women’s economic 
empowerment and understanding how to engage and change economic power 
structures. Participants in this session will better understand how to use the 
human rights framework in this struggle.  
Speakers: Rebecca Brown, Leilani, Ximena Andion Ibane 

Organizers: ESCR-net 

6:00 to 7:00 

Small room  

Juliana Herrera – mujeres cooperativitas – AMUCOODE (tbc) 

 



 

 

 

Day 2 April 20 

11.30am to 1:00pm 

 

Large room 

Call to the importance of capacity building on economics and women´s 
rights: challenges, gaps and opportunities 
Economic policy is a critical area for feminist activists to push for 
transformation. This session will present a mapping of capacity-building 
opportunities on economics and women’s rights. Groups engaged in skills-
building comment on the results of the mapping, providing a springboard for 
strategic discussions on present gaps and ways forward to foster existing 
learning programmes.  
Organized by: AWID 
Speakers: Carol Barton (United Methodist Church),  Janneth Lozano &/or 
Lourdes Angulo (REPEM), Silke Steinhilber &/or Kinga Lohman (KARAT),  
Norma Sanchis (IGTN-LAC) 

1:00 to 2:30 Caucus: 5th World Conference on Women 

Feminist Economics Contribution to the Development Debate in Latin 
America 
This session organized by GEM-LAC will discuss to what extent the current 
economic transformation in Latin America ranks as real change in development 
patterns, and what are the consequences for women´s lives and gender 
equality, and/or how feminist issues should be included, in the debate and in 
concrete policies. 

Speakers: Corina Rodriguez Enriquez, Alison Vasconez,  Lucía  Pérez Fragoso 

2:30 to 4:00 

Large room 

 

 

 

 

Small room 

Presentation of CLADEM’s campaign 
Speakers: Ana Irma Rivera, Cladem Puerto Rico  

7 Hours and 55 Minutes: Exploring money and work in sex work                                                                       
7 hours 55 minutes is an educational tool designed by sex-workers for others to 
understand how we do what we do, not counting the 5 minutes we spend 
having sex, and to see where does sex-worker money go? Participants take on 
roles and pass through true-life situations. 

4:30 to 6:00 

Large room 

 

 

Small room 

Challenges on economic education in the CEE/CA region 
Talk-show led by KARAT 

6:00 to 7:00 

Small room 

JASS debrief tbc 

 



 

 

 

 

Day 3 April 21 

11:30am to 1:00pm 

 

Large room 

Voices of experience: activists and academia share their experiences, 
stories of motivation, leadership, strategies and more 
This session will provide a space for groups to share experiences with skills-
building in economics and women's rights. This is a space for learning and 
exchanging across regions, building bridges between the academia and activists, 
finding synergies between popular education and formal education and finally to 
learn about projects for feminist economists, rural women, young activists and 
grassroots women specifically.  
Organizers: AWID 

Speakers: Margot Baruch (CWGL), Paola Daher (CRTD.A), Elaine Zuckerman 
(Gender Action), Usu Mallya (TGNP), Namrata Bali (SEWA, tbc) 

1:00 to 2:30  Caucus: 5th World Conference on Women 

2:30 to 4:00 

 

Large room 

Creating a Culture of Peace for Economic Transformation: Skills to 
Empower, Knowledge to Transcend  
Want to mobilize your resources and learn new skills? Join us for a skills-building 
workshop on creating a paradigm shift based on the principles behind the Siglo 
XXIII movement, a process of social transformation through culture, cooperation, 
sustainability, equality-- within a Culture of Peace. 

Speakers: Viviana Bernal, Kristen Kane-Osorto, Marta Benavides, Katherine 
McGhee 

Arts and Empowerment 
Dr. Belen D. Calingacion is a professor of Speech Communication and 
Performance Studies in the University of the Philippines. Her scholarly interest is 
on the use of theatre/performance for rehabilitation and empowerment of at-risk 
youth and women. Her presentation focuses on her new creative-research 
involving incarcerated women. 

Speakers: Belen Calingacion, Alma Quinto, Marilie Fernandez Ilagan, Maria 
Victoria Ilagan. 

4:30 to 6:00 

 

Large room 

 

 

 

Small room 

The Gift Economy  
Organizers: Network on the Gift Economy 
Speakers: Angela Miles 

 



 

 

 

 

Day 4 April 22 

9:00 to 10:30 am 

Large room 

Procesos de formación para emprendimientos económicos con un 
enfoque de empoderamiento que articula servicios financieros, 
desarrollo personal, organización e incidencia política.  
Dialogar sobre la construcción de alternativas económicas desde un enfoque  
en el cual el crédito es concebido como una puerta de entrada para el 
empoderamiento integral. Para debatir sobre el tema se presentara en la 
sesión el material de formación para la gestión empresarial  “Empoderamiento 
para mujeres emprendedoras”.  

Speaker: Malena  de Montis, Mariela Itzel,  Arce Andrade 

11:00 to 12:30 

 

 

Large room 

Economic Violence is Gender Based Violence! 
Mainstream understandings of gender based violence typically focus on 
women’s bodies, psychologies and sexualities. This session explores the 
intersections between sexual, physical and economic forms of gender based 
violence to call attention to less familiar forms of violence that impact the 
economic lives of women sex workers around the world. 

Speakers: Tosh Legoreng, Ana Luz Mamani Silva, Mariann Bodzar, Sarah 
Walker       

2:00 to 3:30 

 

 

Large room 

Identifying Sites of Power: Using the Political to Transform the Economic 
- a series of analytical tools for young women activists 

As young feminist activists we see injustice and inequality, we feel the pain of 
our mothers and fathers, our brothers and sisters, our children and we want to 
help. However, far too often the politicians, the companies, the military, the 
wealthy, seem too powerful to resist and to overcome. In this session we 
promulgate a series of analytical tools designed to help young feminist activists 
identify sites of political power in their communities, in order to help design 
campaigns, build networks of power and resistance, and ultimately achieve 
social change. 

Speakers: Ana Gilling 

 


